FIFTEEN MINUTES

By 
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SCENE 1. EXT.

FX:                       THEME MUSIC PLAYS, STOPPING JUST BEFORE OLLY SPEAKS.
1. OLLY:              (CLOSE) Welcome back to Fifteen Minutes. Before the break Tyke and I were talking to the next act hoping for a place in the finals. She’s Charley Jenkins, a twenty-three year old office worker from Cardiff. She’s taken up her position and I think she’s ready to start.

2. TYKE:              (CLOSE) Yes, the producers are asking the crowd for absolute silence for this act. In just a minute, Charley is going to shoot through the sky as a human cannonball. She’ll be flying about fifty metres into the air and landing in the safety net in the middle of the plaza here. Remember, whatever you do, do not try this at home.

3. OLLY:              (CLOSE) No, it really is incredibly dangerous. Charley’s trained for years to do this.

4. TYKE:              (CLOSE) Her assistant’s just lighting the fuse. Oh, hang on, they’re not quite ready. Hey, Olly, why didn’t the circus owner want the human cannonball to retire?

5. OLLY:              (CLOSE) I don’t know, Tyke, why didn’t the circus owner want the human cannonball to retire?

6. TYKE:              (CLOSE) Because he’d never find another man of his calibre!

7.  OLLY:             (CLOSE) Bom, bom! Looks like they’re starting now. Remember, absolute silence.

FX:                       SOUND OF A FUSE BURNING, FOLLOWED BY THE SOUND OF A CANNON BEING FIRED.

8. OLLY:             (OFF. Overlapping with end of cannon fire ) Oh my god!
FX:                       A HORRIFIED GASP FROM THE CROWD. TYKE AND OLLY SHOUT OUT AND THE SOUND OF A BODY LANDING, CLOSE BY, AFTER A FALL. THEN THE SOUND OF A BODY, FURTHER AWAY, IN PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND A HELMET, SLIDING ALONG CONCRETE AND COMING TO A HALT.

9. OLLY:             (OFF) You alright, mate? I thought you were a gonner then.

10. TYKE:           (OFF) So did I! Help me up. elp HelpHWhat happened?

11. OLLY:            (OFF) The cannon dropped just before she was fired out! She came flying across the ground instead of into the air. A little bit closer and you could’ve been killed!

12. TYKE:            (OFF) The judges don’t look pleased.

13. OLLY:            (OFF) No, that looks like a serious discussion. If only we could hear what they’re saying…

14. TYKE:            (OFF) I bet I can make a pretty good guess: add the missing word to this sentence “What the … happened there?” 

SCENE 2. EXT  

FX:                       THE CROWD CAN BE HEARD MUMBLING BEHIND THE JUDGES. THE JUDGES SPEAK QUIETLY AMONG THEMSELVES.

1. SEB:                What the..! What happened there?

2. TIFFANY:       (LOW) I thought we were seeing a human cannibal.

3. EDDIE:            (LOW) Human cannonball. This is a family show.

4. SEB:                (LOW) Where’s the producer? Where are the paramedics? 

5. EDDIE:            (LOW) Are we insured for this?

6. TIFFANY:       (LOW) There are the paramedics… oh, but she’s getting up.

7. SEB:                 (LOW) Don’t do that, don’t do that, you stupid girl, you might have a neck injury.

8. EDDIE:            (LOW) We’re not insured for this, are we?

9. SEB:                 (LOW) It would not have been a problem if she’d actually hit Tyke.

10. TIFFANY:     (LOW) Well, she looks alright. She’s walking and everything. In fact she’s shaking off the paramedics. She’s on her way over. Are we going to vote her through to the next round?

FX:                      THE CROWD STARTS TO CLAP, SLOWLY AT FIRST, BUILDING INTO A FULL ROUND OF APPLAUSE.

11. SEB:               (LOW) Not a chance.

12. EDDIE:          (LOW) We might have to: the crowd’s taken a bit of a shine to her. You should have a go, Seb, you could get blown to…

13. SEB:               (LOW) Don’t say it!

SCENE 3. EXT.

1. OLLY:              (CLOSE) She doesn’t seem to be hurt and she’s heading over to speak to the judges.

2. TYKE:              (CLOSE) Is she not going to bother with us?

3. OLLY:              (CLOSE) No, looks like she’s heading straight for the big guns. ‘Scuse the pun.

SCENE 4. EXT.

FX:                       CHARLEY’S SPEECH IS SLIGHTLY MUFFLED THROUGH HER HELMET. WHEN THE JUDGES SPEAK THEY ARE NOW HEARD THROUGH A MEGAPHONE.

1. CHARLEY:      Hello judges.

2. TIFFANY 

& EDDIE:            (D) Hello.

3. SEB:                 (D) What happened there?

4. CHARLEY:      The muzzle dropped just as it was about to fire me out.

5. EDDIE:             (D) Ooh! Does that mean what I think it means? That would be a disaster.

6. SEB:                 (D) It doesn’t. Has that ever happened before?

7. CHARLEY:      What? To me? Or to human cannonballs in general?

8. SEB:                 (D) Both.

9. CHARLEY:      I don’t know. To be honest, I’ve never done this before.

SCENE 5. EXT.

1. OLLY:             What?! We said she’s practiced for years! Didn’t we! When we introduced her to the public, we said she’d practiced for years.

2. TYKE:             She said she had. Didn’t she?

3. OLLY:             Thinking back, I don’t think she said anything about it. She said she was nervous and excited.

4. TYKE:              Everyone’s nervous and excited.

5. OLLY:              She said she thought today might be her day.


6. TYKE:              Well, that’s the whole point of today.

7. OLLY:              I don’t think she’d said she’d practised for years, though. I didn’t ask her. Did you?

8. TYKE:             No. 

   9. OLLY:              Why would someone do that if they hadn’t practised for years?

10. TYKE:            I have no idea. She must be mad. Or desperate. Or something. Maybe the judges will get it out of her.

SCENE 6. EXT.

1. TIFFANY:       (D) You’ve never done this before? You could have been killed!

2. SEB:                 (D) You nearly killed someone else!

3. EDDIE:            (D) Although Seb thinks that might have been for the best.

4. CHARLEY:      I’m sorry, I just thought… I read up about it. In detail. There was 

                              nothing that could have gone wrong. Not according to what I read. It’s not usually the taking off that causes the problems: it’s the landing.

5. EDDIE:            (D) Well, are we going to vote?

6. SEB:                 (D) No, we are not going to vote! We can’t take her to the Albert Hall and fire her at the queen. It would be treason! We’d be sent to the Tower! We’re not going to vote because she’s disqualified!


7. CHARLEY:      Aw, Seb, it doesn’t say…

8. SEB:                 (D) And for god’s sake – take your helmet off! I can hardly hear you!

9. EDDIE:             (D) As long as that’s not what’s holding your head together.

FX:                       CHARLEY’S VOICE IS LOUDER AND A BIT CLEARER AFTER REMOVING HER HELMET. SHE IS SPEAKING LOUDLY TO MAKE HERSELF HEARD ACROSS THE PLAZA.

10. CHARLEY:    Please Seb, the rules don’t say…

11. SEB:               (D) Haven’t I seen you before?

12. CHARLEY:    Yeah, you have.

13. SEB:               (D) You’ve auditioned before?

14. CHARLEY:    Twice.

15. SEB:               (D) Remind me.

16. CHARLEY:    The first time I auditioned as a singer and you said I was a good singer, but not the best.

17. SEB:               (D) I vaguely remember.

18. EDDIE:          (D) We do have another show that might suit someone who’s a good singer, but not the best.

19. SEB:               (D) Carry on.

20. CHARLEY:   Then I auditioned as an umbrella swallower. But the health and safety people here said I had to have the umbrella taped shut if I was going to swallow it, because otherwise it would be too dangerous. Then, when I got here, you said I had to have it un-taped because otherwise, it wasn’t dangerous enough. Neither of you would back down, so I couldn’t do that audition.

21. EDDIE:           (D) And now you’re here with an act that must be easily dangerous enough for anyone’s taste.

22. CHARLEY:   More than thirty people have come to sticky endings being human cannonballs, you know.

23. EDDIE:           Did they get fired?

24. SEB:               (D) This isn’t funny. OK, Charley, you seem to be a girl of many talents, so I’m going to give you another chance. Do you have any other skills you can demonstrate today?

25. CHARLEY:    I do have one.

26. SEB:               (D) What is it?

27. CHARLEY:    I can read minds.

28. TIFFANY:     (D) Ooh! That sounds good.

29. EDDIE:          (D) It does, doesn’t it. I don’t think…

30. CHARLEY:   … no, you’ve never had a mind reader before.

31. TIFFANY:     How did you…

32. CHARLEY:   … know what you were going to say? I read your mind.

33. EDDIE:          Hang on a minute. What if… 

34. CHARLEY:   I’d keep that thought to myself if I were you.

35. SEB:               OK, Charley, take it away.

FX:                       THERE’S A MOMENT’S PAUSE AS THE CROWD SETTLES.

36. CHARLEY:    Tyke, if you do that irritating thing you do with your teeth one more time today, Olly’s going to smash your face in.

FX:                       THE JUDGES AND THE CROWD LAUGH.

SCENE 7. EXT

1. TYKE:             What irritating thing?

2. OLLY:             I never said anything!

3. TYKE:             You didn’t have to, you spanner – she’s mindreading!

SCENE 8. EXT.

1. CHARLEY:     Olly, I’d tread a bit more gently if I were you because Tyke’s about 

                              had enough of the whole thing. He wants to retire to the country to      breed pigs. 

SCENE 9. EXT.

1. OLLY:              To breed pigs! What do you know about pigs?

2. TYKE:              I can learn about pigs!

3. OLLY:              You couldn’t even keep a yucca plant alive.

4. TYKE:              I can learn. I learnt to do this, didn’t I? I learnt to listen and walk and talk all at the same time! I learnt how to make every person I meet seem like the most interesting person I have ever met. I even learnt to keep smiling when I’d just been told my sister had died! I can learn to breed a few pigs!

5. OLLY:              I’ve carried you through this! You’d never have made it without me! You’ll never make it again without me! I didn’t even know you liked pigs.

SCENE 10. EXT.

1. CHARLEY:      The little boy in the blue bomber jacket…

2. BOY:                No! Don’t tell them! I didn’t mean it! I’m sorry! I’ll put it back! I promise!

FX:                       THE CROWD LAUGHS.

3. CHARLEY:      OK, but make sure you do. (Pause) The girl who is due to audition after me is not where she needs to be.

FX:                       THE CROWD MURMURS THEN FALLS QUIET.

4. CHARLEY:      She’s not here for the right reasons. She’s at the end of her tether. She’s pinning all her hopes on this and if it doesn’t work out, she’s got a mind to go and kill herself.

FX:                       THE SOUND FROM THE CROWD CRESCENDOES.

5. CHARLEY:      Did you hear me? She’s thinking of suicide and she might actually do it.

6. SEB:                 This really isn’t suitable material for a show like this. There is a reason why suicide doesn’t feature much on the light entertainment schedule.

7. CHARLEY:      I’m not trying to entertain you, I’m trying to help someone. Can you imagine what it’s like being in the mind of a person who’s ready to kill herself?

8. SEB:                 Unless we put her through.

9. CHARLEY:      This girl auditioned last year and she’s thinking about how you goaded her then. They told her she was amazing. They told her to walk on with confidence. They said Seb sometimes acts up for the audience: if he does that stand your ground, give him a bit of an argument. He likes that, they said, he likes someone he can’t push around. It’s all part of the show anyway: the viewers don’t like it to be too easy. So on she walked and she did her best and the audience booed and Seb said she sounded like she was having an asthma attack. She was humiliated. She just wanted to run away, but she waited until they’d finished. Then she held her head high and walked off stage. She spoke politely to Olly and Tyke, then, as soon as she could, she ran. When she got home, she locked the door and cried for a week. At the end of that week, she pulled herself together. She got a job and used the money for singing and dancing lessons. And now she’s back. She wants this so much. It’s her dream. She’s been singing for as long as she can remember. It’s all she’s ever wanted. 

10. SEB:               If she’s good this year, she’ll go through, if not she’ll go home again. This is a tough business and you won’t succeed if you go home and cry for a week when someone criticises you. Do you think I cry every time I read something I don’t like in the papers? Do you think Eddie does? Tyke and Olly? Tiffany? Especially Tiffany.

11. TIFFANY:     Hey! What do you mean “especially Tiffany”?

12. SEB:               Everybody’s seen this show, everyone knows what it’s like. It’s not my job to break it to them gently.

13. TIFFANY:      I mean, yeah, sometimes I wonder what people at home are telling some of these people. It’s friends and family and teachers who are unfair when they’ve been encouraging no-hopers, not us. They should have told them before it gets to this stage. Because once they’re here, they’re in the real world and they will be treated as such. We are not responsible for people who do not make the grade.

14. EDDIE:          And on that note, I think it’s time to vote.

15. SEB:               Yes. Charley, this has been a disaster. You’ve shown us two

                              talents that we can’t put in front of the queen…

16. EDDIE:           You’re calling that cannonball fiasco a talent now, are you?

17. SEB:               No, good point. You’ve shown us one episode of gross incompetence and one talent, neither of which we can put through. It’s a no from me. Absolutely definitely the easiest no I’ve given today. Even easier than the girl who’s coming on next.

18. TIFFANY:      It’s a no from me I’m afraid.

19. SEB:               Eddie?

20. EDDIE:          Ummm…

21. SEB 

& TIFFANY:       Eddie!

22. CHARLEY:   Eddie, you can’t say it’s not a talent!

23. EDDIE:          No, I can’t say that.

24. CHARLEY:   Have you ever met anyone who can read minds before?

25. EDDIE:          No, I haven’t.

26. CHARLEY:   Isn’t this about finding people who have a talent no-one else has?

27. EDDIE:          It is.

28. CHARLEY:   So?

29. EDDIE:          So… I’m going to say yes!

30. CHARLEY:   Thank you Eddie!

31. SEB:               Well, it makes no difference… 

32. CHARLEY:    But Seb. Please… Don’t you think mind reading is a talent? I promise only to read nice thoughts.

33. SEB:               Charley, I think a mind reader is a liability. I’m surprised anyone can stand to have you around.

34. CHARLEY:    I know what colour underwear you’re wearing.

FX:                       THREE BUZZERS GO OFF IN QUICK SUCCESSION.

35. SEB:               Charley, your audition is over. I look forward to booting you off again next year. Goodbye.

FX:                       A MURMURING RUNS THROUGH THE CROWD.

36. CHARLEY:    But how will my mum find me if I don’t get through?

37. TIFFANY:      What?

38. CHARLEY:    My mum won’t have any way of finding me if I’m not there for her to see. 

39. SEB:               What’s this got to do with your mum?

40. CHARLEY:    I was adopted when I was a baby. I’ve had a brilliant life, don’t get me wrong; growing up I was never bothered about where I came from. But then my adoptive mum died four years ago and that’s when I started thinking about finding my first mother.

                              They anticipate that these days. They keep files and they keep details. But when I went to ask, I found there’d been a fire when I was three and my file had gone up in smoke. No-one knew who I was, or who I had been, or who to contact, or where to start looking.

                              If I couldn’t find her, I had to find a way for her to find me. I started singing lessons and acting lessons. So I can be famous and she can find me.

41. EDDIE:           How do you know she wants to find you?

42. CHARLEY:   Well, I don’t, but I’ll never find out if she never knows I’m looking for her. 

43. SEB:               Remind me, what song did you sing when you auditioned the first time?

44. CHARLEY:   Somewhere Out There

45. TIFFANY:     Oh! I think I remember “Somewhere out there…”

46. CHARLEY:   “Beneath the pale moonlight”

47. EDDIE:          “Someone’s thinking of me”

48. SEB:               “And loving me tonight.” Yes, I remember.

49. TIFFANY:      Oh god, I’m welling up, now that I know what that song was about. Seb, we’ve got to vote again!

FX:                       THE CROWD START TO CHANT “VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!”

50. SEB:               No we haven’t! This isn’t a “find my family” show!

51. EDDIE:          But how will her mother find her?

52. SEB:               We’re not voting again!

FX:                       THE CROWD BOOS.

53. CHARLEY:    Please Seb, even if it’s only for one more round. Give me a chance.

54. SEB:               Alright, this is what I’ll do. 

FX:                       THE CROWD GOES QUIET.

55. SEB:                I can’t put you through on either of the acts you’ve shown me today. And I’m not putting you through for your singing. 

56. CHARLEY:    I can swallow an umbrella.

57. SEB:               No, not that. What I’ll do, Charley, is give you one last chance. One last chance to show us one more talent and if you fail, you must never darken our door again? Do you understand?

58. CHARLEY:   Yes.

59. SEB:               So, Charley, for the last time, do you have another talent to show us?

60. CHARLEY:    Well… I don’t know.

61. EDDIE:           Think, Charley. You’ve shown us quite a range already. Is there one more thing we might be interested in?

62. CHARLEY:    Well, I’m not sure. You’ve seen my best.

63. TIFFANY:      Anything at all?

64. CHARLEY:    Well, there is one thing… but I don’t know if you’ll like it…

65. SEB:                Go on.

66. CHARLEY:    I can drink a pint upside down.

67. EDDIE:           Awesome!

68. TIFFANY:      Amazing!

69. SEB:               Why didn’t you say so before? Fetch her a pint!

70. EDDIE:           And somebody hold her upside down!

SCENE 11. EXT.

1. OLLY:              She can drink a pint upside down! I’ve always wanted to see this!

2. TYKE:              Me too! Has anyone got a camera? Oh, they’re filming it anyway. Here we go.

3. OLLY:              (CLOSE) They’re coming back with a pint.

4. TYKE:              (CLOSE) They’re turning her upside down.

5. BOTH:             (CLOSE) Ouch!

6. TYKE:              (CLOSE) Bit of a clunk to the head there.

7. OLLY:              (CLOSE) They’re giving her the pint.

8. TYKE:              (CLOSE) How’s she going to hold it? Oh, I see.

9. OLLY:              (CLOSE) Here she goes… glug, glug, glug…

10. TYKE:            (CLOSE) She’s swallowing.

11. OLLY:            (CLOSE) It’s half gone!

FX:                       THE CROWD STARTS TO CHANT “DOWN! DOWN! DOWN!”
12. TYKE:            (CLOSE) Three quarters!

13. OLLY:            (CLOSE) Oh no, she’s slowing down.

14. TYKE:            (CLOSE) Come on, Charley. Come on.

15. OLLY:            (CLOSE) Oh, she’s gagging. Come on, Charley!

16. TYKE:            (CLOSE) She’s off again. It’s going down!

17. OLLY:            (CLOSE) Or up?

18. TYKE:            (CLOSE) It’s going up!

19. OLLY:            (CLOS) The last mouthful. Come on! She’s done it!

FX:                       CROWD GO WILD

20. TYKE:            She’s really done it!

21. OLLY:            Incredible!

22. TYKE:            Never seen anything like it!

23. OLLY:            The judges are on their feet!

SCENE 12. EXT

1. EDDIE:             Outstanding! Charley, why didn’t you do that in the first place?

2. TIFFANY:        That was just the best thing I’ve seen in ten years of this show. And you had such a remarkable journey to get here!

3. SEB:                  Inspiring. You see, that’s what happens if you just never give up.

FX:                       THE CROWD CONTINUES TO CHEER AND APPLAUD AND Somewhere Out There PLAYS.

4. SEB:                 So, are we ready to vote?

5. EDDIE:            It’s a yes from me.

6. TIFFANY:       And a thousand percent yes from me.

7. SEB:                 Charley, you’ve got three yeses. You’re through to the next round!

FX:                       INSPIRING MUSIC PLAYS OVER THE SOUND OF THE CHEERING CROWD.

END
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